
Sunday is the 42nd Earth Day celebration. On April 22, 1970, Gaylord Nelson, a United States 

Senator, founded the first Earth Day in an attempt to bring about a better understanding of 

the affect we have on our planet, and calling us to take action to make positive environmental 

changes in our community. The first Earth Day was attended by 20 million Americans       

T IPS  FOR  CLEANER  WATER   

Fertilizing the lawn, walking the dog, working on the car are activities that all can have a direct impact on our lake. With storm 

sewers and runoff we all have an impact on the water we drink. Here are some simple tips to help keep our water source clean. 

 

• Use fertilizers sparingly. Too much phosphorus will not only make your lawn grow better, but the algae and weeds in the 

lake will as well. 

• Don’t dump yard waste along a lake or stream. 

• Clean up pet waste to prevent bacteria from washing into the lake. 

• Recycle used motor oil. 

• Direct your roof downspouts to your yard where the water can soak in. 

• Seed bare soil to minimize erosion. 

• Wash cars on your lawn with a non-phosphate detergent so the soapy water                                  

soaks in rather than drain to the storm sewers. 
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TREE  C ITY  

USA  

• The Nat ional 

A r b o r  D a y     

Foundation has 

awarded the Tree 

C i t y  U S A       

designation to 

Highland  for the 

past 23 years 

• Tree Commission 

members will host 

an Arbor Day    

p r o g r am  o n     

Thursday, April 

26, 3:30pm at the   

Arboretum at 

Silver Lake Park. 

• The public is               

invited. 

DON'T  BE  A  DR I P  -  F IX  THAT  LEAK !   

Leaky faucets can waste thousands of gallons of water each year, like money down the 

drain. Repair or replace old or damaged fixtures. If you're not sure you have a leak, check 

the water meter before and after a two-hour period when no water is being used. If the 

meter does not read exactly the same, you probably have a leak.   

How much water are you losing from that dripping  faucet? 

At two drips per second - 

• In one minute you will lose 1/3 of an ounce.  1/3 of an ounce doesn’t sound like a lot, 

but: 

• In one month you will have lost 100 gallons.  

        Allow that drip to go unattended and as it worsens to drops breaking to a  stream - 

• In one minute you will be losing 2 ounces 

• In one month the loss will be 700 gallons (more than enough to fill that small 3’ x 8’ 

swimming pool). 

The typical household in the United States uses 240 gallons of water each day.  Water is 

precious, use it, but don’t waste it. 


